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DR.SC.-02 Evaluation of the dissertation topic 


	PhD-02 EVALUATION OF THE DISSERTATION TOPIC


	

	GENERAL INFORMATION AND PERSONAL CONTACT INFORMATION OF THE DOCTORAL CANDIDATE

	First and last name, and title of the doctoral candidate:
	Aleksandra Bunčić, B.A. Art History and Pedagogy     

	Provider of the study programme:
	University of Zagreb, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

	Name of the study programme:
	Art History

	Scientist ID of the doctoral candidate:
	6830

	Title of proposed topic in 
	language of the dissertation:
	English

	
	Croatian
	Bog, samoprezentacija i prikaz Drugoga u Sarajevskoj Hagadi: Ikonografska analiza

	
	English
	God, Self and Other in the Sarajevo Haggadah: An Iconographic Analysis

	Area/field/branch (if the doctoral study is performed in a branch):
	Humanites / History of arts

	MENTOR(S)

	
	First and last name, and title:
	Institution, country:
	E-mail:

	First mentor:
	Dino Milinović, Ph.D., Associate Professor
	University of Zagreb, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Croatia
	dmilinov@ffzg.hr

	Second mentor:
	     
	     
	     

	The committee appointed for topic evaluation and mentor appointment proposal
	First and last name, and title:
	Institution, country:
	E-mail:

	
	1.Ana Munk, Ph.D.  Assistant Professor
	University of Zagreb, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Croatia
	amunk@ffzg.hr

	
	2.2. Milan Pelc, Ph.D. Senior Research Adviser 
	Institute of Art History
	mpelc@ipu.hr

	
	3.Dino Milinović, Ph.D., Associate Professor
	University of Zagreb, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Croatia
	dmilinov@ffzg.hr

	
	4.     
	     
	     

	
	5.     
	     
	     

	Session of the competent body at which the Committee was appointed, and number of item on the agenda
	     

	Session of the Ethics Committee at which consent was given to the research proposal
	Faculty meeting of Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences held on November 28. 2014.


	A. Report on the Public Defence of the Dissertation Topic

	Dissertation topic public defense took place on May 23, 2015 in presence of the committee members: Ana Munk, Ph.D. Assistant Professor, Dino Milinović, Ph.D. Associate Professor and Milan Pelc Ph.D.  Senior Research Adviser. After having presented the relevance of her topic and an overview of the previous research, the candidate answered the committee members' questions. The committee finds that the candidate is close to finishing her dissertation. She was a recipient of numerous research grants in Israel and studied on the Fulbright grant in the USA. While studying abroad she worked with experts for Hebrew illuminated manuscripts and succeeded in finding a new and relevant approach to this demanding topic. 

	B. Evaluation of the Dissertation Topic
(original scientific contribution and evaluation of viability)

	There are eighteen preserved medieval Haggadahs in the world. Among them, Sarajevo Haggadah, a Hebrew illuminated manuscript from the 14th century, is one of the most valuable in scope and quality of illustrations. The manuscript was made in Spain in one of workshops active in Catalonia at that time and thus, although it is kept in Sarajevo since the 19th century, Sarajevo Haggadah belongs to artistic heritage of the world.  Even though Sarajevo Haggadah has received a significant scholarly attention and thus the time and place of her making have been explained, previous research has not sufficiently elucidated some complex issues relating to the representation of God and Jewish people, nor was the relation between the Jewish and Christian community depicted in this manuscript received an in depth analysis. Historical circumstances surrounding the persecutions of Jewish people during the 14th century as well as the intellectual and religious environment in which this manuscript was made, make the broader context of this work. Original scientific contribution of this dissertation will consist specifically in explaining this broader context. In her research Ms. Bunčić used iconographical analysis, comparative analysis with other Haggadahs and manuscripts of Christian provenance, and textual analysis of Midrash texts, which are exegetic narratives. She has greatly advanced in her understanding of complexities of the broader context which left traces in this artwork. Specific details such as an anthropomorphic depiction of God (contrasting Jewish tenets forbidding the depiction of God’s figure) represent a significant research challenge which requires a detailed investigation of the theological possibility of the depiction of the embodied God. Ms. Bunčić has, however, come close to a plausible explanation of this and other research problems demonstrating in the process that she is a serious researcher and a future expert.  

	Opinion and recommendation:  

	This topic and title promise a rich area of study and will undoubtedly result in important findings about this exceptionally valuable example of a medieval illuminated manuscript. Therefore we suggest to the Faculty to approve the topic and allow the candidate to continue with her work on the dissertation entitled God, Self and Other in the Sarajevo Haggadah: An Iconographic Analysis.  

	Recommendation on change or revision of dissertation title:

	     

	Proposal for change of mentor and/or appointment of another mentor (specify title, first and last name, institution):

	     

	Dissertation defence planned for (specify year and semester):

	October 2015.

	Separate opinion (only if any  of the members of the Committee for evaluation of dissertation topic and mentor appointment proposal has a separate opinion)

	     




Signature
                                                                      

(First name and last name of committee member)


	ADDITIONAL COMMENTS (as needed):

	     

	The committee appointed for topic evaluation and mentor appointment proposal
	First and last name, title,  institution, country:
	Signature:

	
	1.(Committee chair)
1. Ana Munk, Ph.D.  Assistant Professor
	

	
	2. Milan Pelc, Ph.D. Senior Research Adviser 
	

	
	3.Dino Milinović, Ph.D., Associate Professor
	

	
	4.     
	

	
	5.     
	

	Zagreb, (date)     



Official stamp here
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Please send the filled-out form DR.SC.-02, in electronic and written format, and signed, to the appropriate Registrar's Office.
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